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IN THE NEWS

Steven Tyler Reveals Battle With Hepatitis C
http://www.billboard.com/bbcom/news/article display.jsp?vnu_content id=1003157395

“Steven Tyler has revealed he was diagnosed with hepatitis C three years ago after having the illness for a long
time without any symptoms. In an interview to air today (Sept. 26) on "Access Hollywood," the 58-year-old
Aerosmith frontman said the infection was now "nonexistent™ in his bloodstream after 11 months of treatment,
including the drug Interferon.”

The silent epidemic: Conference to look at HIV, hepatitis C treatment
http://www.fayettevillenc.com/article?id=242912

“Sebastian Battle was in the doctor’s office for a checkup after a car wreck when he was told he was HIV positive.
His doctor told him he had two years to live. That was in 1991. “It was very callous and unfeeling,” said Battle,
now 42. Battle, who contracted the disease through unprotected sex, is a former laboratory worker. He became a
patient advocate a year ago.“Patients need to know they don’t have to die.””

Untreated infection a ticking time bomb
http://www.telegram.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20060925/NEWS/609250332/1012

“When the test returns positive for hepatitis C, patients often start counting backward. “I got the call from my
doctor, and my life flashed all the way back to that tattoo place in San Francisco,” said 40-year-old Kate Wilcox.
“And I knew that guy didn’t sterilize his equipment before he started working on my arm.” It was the mid 1980s
when she got the tattoo, a renaissance design with angels and halos. Ten years later, not knowing she was infected,
she learned about the symptoms and the risks during a public health talk on hepatitis C.”

Former Charger Kicks Hepatitis C

http://www.nbcsandiego.com/news/9949956/detail.html

“As a kicker for the Chargers, Rolf Benirschke has had his share of challenges on the field and off, including a bout
with colitis. But his recent struggle with Hepatitis C Kicked off the biggest challenge of his life. Hepatitis C is a
sometimes fatal liver disease that affects 4 million Americans. Ironically, Benirschke contracted the disease while
being treated for ulcerative colitis.”

Novelos Therapeutics Enrolls 1st Patient in Hepatitis C Trial with NOV-205
http://www.pharmalive.com/News/index.cfm?articleid=376840&categoryid=21

NEWTON, Mass., Sept. 28, 2006 - Novelos Therapeutics, Inc., a biotechnology company focused on the
development of therapeutics to treat cancer and hepatitis, today announced that the first patient has been enrolled in
a hepatitis C trial with NOV-205, the company’s second compound. The initial U.S.-based double-blind, placebo-
controlled Phase 1b trial will evaluate NOV-205 versus placebo as monotherapy in 30 chronic hepatitis C genotype
1 patients who previously failed treatment with pegylated interferon plus ribavirin. A link to the trial description
and contact information is available at www.novelos.com on the ‘Clinical Trials’ page.

Treatment of acute hepatitis C produces good response rates in HIV-positive patients
http://www.aidsmap.com/en/news/D7AFC6FA-6FC3-48CF-AA65-40B8145CA001.asp
“HIV positive individuals who receive treatment soon after becoming infected with hepatitis C virus (HCV) have a

high likelihood of sustained response, according to a study presented on Thursday at the 46th Interscience
Conference on Antimicrobial Agents and Chemotherapy in San Francisco.”
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Center to offer hep. C testing - The York Spanish American Center program will be free. Hispanics are at a
high risk for the disease.
http://www.ydr.com/newsfull/ci_4288452

“Susie Lugo walked up and down South Queen Street, stopping people with tattoos and anyone else who would
listen to her talk about hepatitis C risk factors. On Thursday, she is starting a free and confidential testing program
at York Spanish American Center. It will be the first such community testing offered in York that she knows of for
what has become a major health problem in Hispanic and black populations in America.”

List of Cancer-Causing Agents Grows

http://www.newstarget.com/020350.html

“The Department of Health and Human Services released its Eleventh Edition of the Report on Carcinogens today,
adding seventeen substances to the growing list of cancer-causing agents, bringing the total to 246. For the first
time ever, viruses are listed in the report: hepatitis B virus, hepatitis C virus, and some human papillomaviruses that
cause common sexually transmitted diseases. Other new listings include lead and lead compounds, X-rays,
compounds found in grilled meats, and a host of substances used in textile dyes, paints and inks.”

The full report is available at the NTP website http://ntp.niehs.nih.gov.

Hepatitis C virus therapies
http://www.nature.com/nrd/journal/v5/n9/full/nrd2134.html

“The hepatitis C virus (HCV) is believed to have infected approximately 170 million people worldwide. Often
referred to as the silent killer, patients can remain asymptomatic for decades before developing liver cirrhosis
and/or hepatocellular carcinoma. Approximately 40-50% of liver transplants in the US are the result of HCV
infection. Six major HCV genotypes (HCV1-6) have been identified, which vary in their geographic distribution
and response to treatments.”

Concern over rising Hepatitis-C cases [India]
http://cities.expressindia.com/fullstory.php?newsid=200921

“In a recently-conducted IMA meeting at Ludhiana, a session on ‘‘Rise in Hepatitis C*” was conducted under the
chairmanship of Dr Rajoo Singh Chinna, Prof and HoD, Department of Gastroenterology at DMCH. During the
session, talk on prevalence, transmission and treatment of Hepatitis C was given by Dr Gursaran Kaur Sidhu, chief
physician, Sidhu Hospital, Doraha. It was observed that incidence of Hepatitis C was markedly on the rise world-
wide and especially in India.”

Marijuana helps patients stay on medication

http://today.reuters.com/news/articlenews.aspx?type=healthNews&storylD=2006-09-
13T152933Z 01 N12370634 RTRUKOC 0 US-MARIJUANA.xmI

“Recovering drug addicts who are infected with hepatitis C virus may stick to their medications better if they are
allowed to use marijuana, U.S. researchers reported on Wednesday. Smoking or eating cannabis may help them
tolerate the side effects of the antivirals, which can clear the virus but often cause fevers, chills, and muscle and
joint aches, the researchers said.”

Hepatitis C can pose particular health problems for people who areHIV-Positive 3
http://www.ssonet.com.au/display.asp?ArticlelD=5777

“Gay HIV-positive men are being warned about the dangers of contracting hepatitis C on the eve of Hep C
Awareness Week. Hep C is usually transmitted via blood to blood contact, and while this can happen during sex it
is not classified as a sexually transmissible infection. The virus is not usually found in semen, saliva or menstrual
fluid.”

CLINICAL TRIALS, COHORT STUDIES, AND PILOT STUDIES
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Potential role of hepatic progenitor cells expression in cases of chronic hepatitis C and their relation to
response to therapy: a clinicopathologic study. Tsamandas AC, et al. Liver Int. 2006 Sep;26(7):817-26.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169114
64&query hl=5&itool=pubmed DocSum

Clinical features of hepatitis C virus-related hepatocellular carcinoma and their association with alpha-
fetoprotein and protein induced by vitamin K absence or antagonist-11. Yano Y, et al. Liver Int. 2006
Sep;26(7):789-95.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169114
60&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum

Viral hepatitis and proteinuria in an area endemic for hepatitis B and C infections: another chain of link?
Huang JF, et al. J Intern Med. 2006 Sep;260(3):255-62.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169188
23&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum

Pulmonary alterations in patients with chronic HCV infection. Erturk A, et al. Dig Liver Dis. 2006
Sep;38(9):673-6. Epub 2006 Jun 21.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=167933
54&query hl=6&itool=pubmed DocSum

Distinctive natural history in hepatitis C virus positive diffuse large B-cell lymphoma: analysis of 156
patients from northern Italy. Visco C, etal. Ann Oncol. 2006 Sep;17(9):1434-40. Epub 2006 Jun 9.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=167665
91&query hl=6&itool=pubmed DocSum

Hemophilic siblings with chronic hepatitis C: familial aggregation of spontaneous and treatment-related
viral clearance. Fried MW, et al. Gastroenterology. 2006 Sep;131(3):757-64.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=169525
45&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum

First phase viral kinetic parameters and prediction of response to interferon alpha-2b/ribavirin combination
therapy in patients with chronic hepatitis C. Makiyama A, et al. Hepatol Res. 2006 Sep 1; [Epub ahead of print]

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169506
51&query hl=4&itool=pubmed DocSum

A randomised study of peginterferon and ribavirin for 16 vs 24 weeks in patients with genotype 2 chronic
hepatitis C. Yu ML, et al. Gut. 2006 Sep 6; [Epub ahead of print]

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve &dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169569
17&query hl=3&itool=pubmed DocSum

Virological effects and safety of combined double filtration plasmapheresis (DFPP) and interferon therapy in
patients with chronic hepatitis C: A preliminary study. Yamashita T, et al. Hepatol Res. 2006 Sep 5; [Epub
ahead of print]

http://www.nchi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcqgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169595
38&query hl=4&itool=pubmed DocSum

Causes of death after diagnosis of hepatitis B or hepatitis C infection: a large community-based linkage
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study. Amin J, et al. Lancet. 2006 Sep 9;368(9539):938-45.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169628
83&query hl=4&itool=pubmed DocSum

Different viral kinetics between hepatitis C virus genotype 1 and 2 as on-treatment predictors of response to
a 24-week course of high-dose interferon-alpha plus ribavirin combination therapy.
Yu ML, et al. Transl Res. 2006 Sep;148(3):120-7.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcqi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169386
49&query hl=5&itool=pubmed DocSum

Decline in haemoglobin Alc values in diabetic patients receiving interferon-alpha and ribavirin for chronic
hepatitis C. Greenberg PD, et al. Transl Res. 2006 Sep;148(3):120-7.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169078
48&query hl=5&itool=pubmed DocSum

Peripheral neurotoxicity of pegylated interferon alpha: a prospective study in patients with HCV.
Briani C, et al. BMC Public Health. 2006 Sep 13;6(1):229 [Epub ahead of print] 2006 Sep 12;67(5):781-5.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169665
37&query hl=3&itool=pubmed DocSum

Association Between ABO Blood Group and Fibrosis Severity in Chronic Hepatitis C Infection.Poujol-Robert
A, et al. Dig Dis Sci. 2006 Sep;51(9):1633-1636. Epub 2006 Aug 22.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=169271
32&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum

Treatment of hepatitis C virus genotype 4 with peginterferon alfa-2a: Impact of bilharziasis and fibrosis
stage. Derbala MF, et al. World J Gastroenterol. 2006 Sep 21;12(35):5692-8.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list _uids=170070
24&query _hl=4&itool=pubmed_docsum

Virological effects and safety of combined double filtration plasmapheresis (DFPP) and interferon therapy in
patients with chronic hepatitis C: A preliminary study. Yamashita T, et al. Hepatol Res. 2006 Sep 5; [Epub
ahead of print]

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169595
38&query hl=4&itool=pubmed DocSum

BASIC AND APPLIED SCIENCE, PRE-CLINICAL STUDIES

Virus-specific T-cell responses associated with hepatitis C virus (HCV) persistence in the liver after apparent
recovery from HCV infection. Quiroga JA, etal. J Med Virol. 2006 Sep;78(9):1190-7.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcqi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uid
$=16847959&query hl=1&itool=pubmed DocSum

CD4+ immune escape and subsequent T-cell failure following chimpanzee immunization against hepatitis C
virus. Puig M, et al. Hepatology. 2006 Sep;44(3):736-45.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=169417
02&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed DocSum

Identification of conserved residues in the E2 envelope glycoprotein of the hepatitis C virus that are critical
for CD81 binding. Owsianka AM, et al. J Virol. 2006 Sep;80(17):8695-704.


javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'Lancet.');
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16962883&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16962883&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Yu+ML%22%5BAuthor%5D
javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'Transl%20Res.');
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16938649&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16938649&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Greenberg+PD%22%5BAuthor%5D
javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'Transl%20Res.');
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16907848&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16907848&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Briani+C%22%5BAuthor%5D
javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'BMC%20Public%20Health.');
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16966537&query_hl=3&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16966537&query_hl=3&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Poujol%2DRobert+A%22%5BAuthor%5D
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Poujol%2DRobert+A%22%5BAuthor%5D
javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'Dig%20Dis%20Sci.');
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16927132&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16927132&query_hl=5&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=17007024&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_docsum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=17007024&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_docsum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16959538&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16959538&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16847959&query_hl=1&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16847959&query_hl=1&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16941702&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list_uids=16941702&query_hl=4&itool=pubmed_DocSum
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Search&itool=pubmed_AbstractPlus&term=%22Owsianka+AM%22%5BAuthor%5D
javascript:AL_get(this,%20'jour',%20'J%20Virol.');

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169123
17&query hl=5&itool=pubmed DocSum

Polymorphism of interferon-gamma gene at position +874 and clinical characteristics of chronic hepatitis C.

Dai CY, et al. Transl Res. 2006 Sep;148(3):128-33.
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/query.fcgi?db=pubmed&cmd=Retrieve&dopt=AbstractPlus&list uids=169386
50&query hl=5&itool=pubmed DocSum

NIM811, a cyclophilin inhibitor, exhibits potent in vitro activity against hepatitis C virus alone or in
combination with alpha interferon. Ma S, et al. Antimicrob Agents Chemother. 2006 Sep;50(9):2976-82.
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Genotyping Hepatitis C Viruses from South East Asia using a Novel Line Probe Assay That Simultaneously
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