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Goodbye, HCV!
Sometimes, HCV can be eradicated, by:

A personôs own immune system, usually 

during the first few months after infection

Or, by:

Treatmentðthe current standard of care (SOC) 

is pegylated interferon (PEG-IFN) + ribavirin 

(RBV)



HCV TX: Current SOC

Peg Intron 

pegylated interferon alfa 2b

dosed by weight

Schering Plough

Pegasys

pegylated interferon alfa 2a

flat dosing

Hoffman La Roche

Ribavirin 

dosed by weight

generic

Drugs: pegylated interferon & ribavirin
Activity: antiviral & immunomodulatory
Duration: 12 to 72 weeks
Efficacy: ~50%,  depends on several factors
Side effects:  NASTY!  flulike, hematological (anemia, neutropenia, 
thrombocytopenia) neuropsychiatric, & more; can be debilitating 
(even life-threatening in very rare instances)


